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If you are currently in a Masters Degree in Social Work program or have just 
received your MSW degree this is going to help guide you.

https://www.bbs.ca.gov/

https://www.bbs.ca.gov/


Here you will find that 
at the top of the page 
we have important 
information.

To get more 
information on those 
items you will want to 
click the link.

BBS WEBSITE



Most used tabs from home page



WWW.BREEZE.CA.GOV

BREEZE



STATUTES AND REGULATIONS

Please visit and read the Statutes and 
Regulations as this will be where all the 
information that the Board will have to 
abide by when doing your evaluations 
and assisting you in becoming licensed. 
You will want to know this information, so 
you are in compliance with the Board.



STAYED INFORMED: Email Subscribe



SEVEN STEPS TO LICENSURE

❖ OBTAIN A QUALIFIED MASTER’S DEGREE

❖ OBTAIN AN ASSOCIATE REGISTRATION

❖ TAKE THE CALIFORNIA LAW AND ETHICS 

EXAM

❖ GAIN SUPERVISED EXPERIENCE 

❖ SUBMIT APPLICATION FOR LICENSURE 

❖ PASS THE CLINICAL EXAM

❖ UPGRADE TO FULLY LICENSE



❖ Complete all sections of the Application for Registration and submit with $150. 

❖ You must use your legal name. 

❖ Provide the Board with a good email address.

❖ Provide official transcripts: order electronic transcripts through your school or 

mail to the Board in a sealed envelope.

❖ Voluntarily provide the Board information about past criminal convictions.

❖ Request an Expedite: Honorably discharged veterans of the U.S. Armed 

Forces, Spouses/Partners of persons on active-duty military, Refugees / 

Asylees / Special Immigrant Status Holders ("SI" or "SQ")

Applying for your ASW Registration



REGISTERING AS AN ASW AND THE 90-DAY RULE

The 90-Day Rule allows an applicant to count experience from the date of graduation 

if all the following requirements are met:

❖ You must apply for your ASW registration within 90 days of graduation.

❖ You must have been fingerprinted by the agency where you would be gaining hours.

❖ That agency may not be a private practice or professional corporation.

❖ You must retain a copy of your completed Live Scan fingerprint form completed for that 

agency and submit it when you apply for licensure.

❖ If you submit a registration application within 90 days but DO NOT have a Live Scan from 

your employer your hours within that 90-day window will not be accepted. All hours 

earned after you are registered will still be counted. 



MAINTAINING YOUR ASW REGISTRATION

❖ Always renew your registration on time.

❖ Valid for six years (renewable for five consecutive 

years)

❖ Must take the Law & Ethics Exam, or have passed the 

exam, to renew

❖ Understand the Six-Year rule: Must apply for a 

subsequent registration if you need more than six 

years; Cannot practice in a private practice or 

professional corporation setting if you have a 

subsequent registration



ACSW REGISTRATION APPLICATION

















TAKE THE CALIFORNIA LAW & ETHICS EXAM

❖ All Associates must take the California Law and 

Ethics Examination within the first year of receiving 

their ASW registration AND each year thereafter until it 

has been passed

❖ Pearson VUE: www.pearsonvue.com

❖ Consist of 75 questions(50 Scored+25 Pretest items), 

90 minutes

❖ Review candidate handbooks; Review content outlines

❖ Special accommodations-unless it is for ESL you will 

need to contact Pearson Vue for any accommodations

http://www.pearsonvue.com/


PROCESSING
❖ The first step is your payment being processed. You can create a BreEZe account to check the status of 

your application. We cannot see if an application has been received until it has passed through the 

payment process. 

❖ The Boards normal processing time is 4-6 weeks from the date we receive your application in our office. 

❖ Please note our busy season starts in June and continues through the end of October. During this time, it 

can take longer for our processing times due to the large number of applications the Board receives.

❖ If you answer yes to the background question on your application, the process time may be extended as it 

will need to undergo further review by our enforcement unit. They do not have a set processing time. 

❖ If your application has any deficiencies or missing information, a deficiency letter will be sent via email to 

your email that is on file with the Board. Having any deficiencies will delay your processing time. 

❖ Once approved, your registration will be mailed to the address of record.

❖ We do post on our social media pages the dates we are processing every Wednesday.

❖ The Board does not provide status checks.

❖ All applications are processed in order received.



QUESTIONS
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